TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION
that though the French system of government of the Royal Library
by officials under a Ministry might suit the French, in an aristocratic
country it was a good thing to have Trustees of the Museum in both
Houses of Parliament 5 Trustees of high rank had helped ^o secure
the King's Library.3 Scientific men were "dogmatical and narrow-
minded, and being infallible would never consult an officer." Even
Sir Joseph Banks had done harm by meddling in the details of the
Museum management.4
The Committee in their Report began by stating "that the great
accessions which have been made of late to the collections of the
British Museum, and the increasing interest taken in them by the
public, render it expedient to revise the establishment of the Institu-
tion, with a view to place it upon a scale more commensurate with,
and better adapted to, the present state and future prospects of the
Museum" (par. i). On the question of the Trustees they took a
middle line. They made (pars. 2-3) no definite recommendation for
a formal alteration in the system of government, such as would
have required an Act of Parliament. But they suggested that when
such alterations came to be made the opportunity might be taken of
reducing the number of official Trustees; and also that in filling up
vacancies it would be desirable that the electing Trustees should not
in future lose sight of the fact that an opportunity is thus afforded
them of occasionally conferring a mark of distinction upon men of
eminence in literature, science and art (pars. 2-3). They recommended
certain definite improvements in the organization. Those affecting
the Library were: That the Departments be further subdivided
(par. 6): That the office of Secretary be not combined with a Keeper-
ship (par. 8): That salaries should be revised, and officers hold no
other paid appointment, it being found that a majority of the Assis-
tants, of whom a number had recently been added to meet the growing
work, were not regular officers on the establishment but super-
numeraries; in short, that the Museum had outgrown the state in
which it was staffed by the part-time work of beneficed clergy ,
(pars. 11-13): That catalogues should be prepared and printed (they
made no decision on the controversy between classification and the
alphabet); and that objects entering the Museum should be registered
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